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I read somewhere that the good thing about gardening is that it is never done.  Uhmm, is 
that good?   But now I'm thinking: "Are we ever done?"  With issues arising on a daily 
basis and troubled minds and bodies, are we ever truly done trying to fix ourselves?   
We get so frustrated, what with never being enough!   Not thin enough, not rich enough, 
not healthy enough.  We seem to always be working on these issues and of course many 
more.  There is always something to fix and are we ever done?   I suppose we might say 
it's a good thing, since we are always growing.   Just like cursing the weeds in our 
gardens, we sort out and pluck the weeds in our lives.  We cultivate our lives as our 
gardens, there is always something to do, plan, fix, create, change and anticipate.  Well 
then, can we be patient enough to see it through and realize it will always be this way, no 
perfection, just continual growth!    
 
     Hey, it's certainly never boring!  Take a deep breath, because just as you start with one 
bed, by the time you finish the others, the first one will have weeds again.  But hey, look 
at it this way, it's growing and the bonus is all the beauty you've created in the mean 

time.  Those flower beds you've cultivated have 
their rewards, beautiful, fragrant, showy, colorful 
flowers for all to enjoy.   So sit back and enjoy the 
fruits of all that hard labor.  Job well done, 
finished, no never, but relax and take a moment to 
appreciate the beauty, not just out there but also 
within. 
I don't mean to trivialize or simplify our troubled 
lives but sometimes you just gotta say...  Enjoy 
the process, this is LIFE!! 
  

Gardening Tips :  Three must haves for summer are, the perennials, the Bush Daisy and 
Pentas and the annual (misnamed, as far as I am concerned, because it lives for years) the 
red Dragon Wing begonia. 
  
The perennial Bush Daisy, with its abundance of yellow blooms, flowers practically year-
round.  Spring and summer are its specialty though and with very little care.  It grows to 



be about 24'' high and 24'' wide.  You can get 
it in any garden center, starting out in a 4'' pot, 
once planted it grows fast, with water and a 
little fertilizer, it produces a profusion of 
yellow daisies.  Plant in full sun but it can 
handle light shade as well.  This one is one of 
my favorites for its hardiness and constant 
blooming.    
  
The perennial Pentas are readily available in 
garden centers.  These are easy to grow with very little care and you can't beat the 
constant flowering (Comes in whites, pinks, lavender and red).   You'll have lots of 
hummingbirds flocking to your garden with these hardy plants.  Height is about 48'' and 
width is 36''.  They love sun to light shade 
  
The red Dragon Wing begonia with its glossy leaves and red or pink showy flowers that 
cascade down over the leaves deserves mention because you just can't go wrong with this 
plant.   It needs water and a little fertilizer, grows in pots or in your landscape and blooms 
constantly. 
 
It grows best with morning sun and some afternoon shade but I have it growing in full 

sun and deep shade.  This begonia is not as 
readily available as the ''Wax Begonia'' but try 
to find one because it is so worth it.  It grows to 
be around 16'' high and 18'' wide.  These plants 
are easy to root.  Just take your cuttings and dip 
into any rooting compound or our organic '' 
Root Builder'' and stick into a pot, keep it 
watered and in no time you'll have another 
plant, it blooms very quickly just from a 
cutting.  You'll love the beauty of this profusely 
blooming annual that shouldn't be called an 

annual considering I've had some for about 4 years now! 
  
Shrubs - Now that azaleas and camellias are done blooming, what's next?  There are 
Crape Myrtles, Hibiscus, Hydrangeas, Plumbagos and Thryallis.   Try planting some of 
these blooming plants for summer. 
  
Crape Myrtles, they come in a variety of 
pinks, reds and whites and will bloom in 
summer.  Plant in full sun, they grow 6 to 
15 feet high and 8 to 10 feet wide.  
  
Hibiscus bloom year-round and come in a 
variety of colors, they like full sun to 
partial shade.  They will freeze and are 
damaged by frost so be prepared if you 
live in Central Florida.   Height is 8 to 10 
feet and width 6 to 8 feet. 


