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an you believe January has aready come and gone? Time sure does fly!

Spring is approaching fast and at this point we have no idea what our
weather is will do, its hot one day and freezes the next. Anything is
| possible, its quite confusing to know what we can and what we can't do
in our gardens. But isn't that life in general, sometimes we have so
many things going on at once that its difficult to find the right direction
or even what our priorities should be. | can tell you that it is vital for us
to take care of ourselves physically and emotionally. The price is huge
when we don't and it affects all aspects of our lives. So since we're only
in the second month of the year, write down (yes, get it out of your
head and onto paper) what is going on in your life and what you want
your priorities to be Y ou'll be amazed at what you discover and you just
might find out that you are already accomplishing so much and that
only a little reorganization is needed. Our lives are precious and we

. need to know what we want for ourselves. Cramming everything into
our days and wondering where the time goes isn't good for us. Enjoy
yourselves, your families and friends. Go outside and see the beauty all
around you. Surround yourself with beauty and make sure you are not
last on your list of priorities!! Gardening Tips — Garden centers are
starting to carry bulbs right now, calla lilies, amaryllis, crinums and
gloriosa lilies to name a few may be a great addition to your garden.
Now is a good time to rguvenate your beds, clean them out and add
lots of organic matter and manure to enrich your soil. This is an
important step, when you amend your soil you're giving your plants a
good start on getting the nutrients they need to be healthy. We live in
an area with lots of horse farms, horse manure is rich and easy to work
with, ask around, they'll be happy to give you some. Turf — Now is also
a good time to prepare the ground for planting turf or you can add




plugs if your lawn just needs to be filled in some. You'll want to kill off all the weeds with
Round-up or equivalent. Sometimes you may have to wait and spray it twice if you have hard to
kill Bermuda. When you're ready to plant, soak the soil first, then fit the pieces closely together.
Right now is a good time to control (if there is such a thing)
crabgrass, since there isn't a good product available right now to
control it you'll want to kill it off with Round-up and then use a pre-
emergent herbicide to keep it from coming back. That's the trick!
Germination usually begins in the middle of the month if the weather
iIs warm enough. Make sure you put your Pre- Emergent down
before germination because it will not kill existing weeds. You
fertilization program can start soon but don't worry too much if you
don't get it done right now, you've got till the end of March. Apply
only when your grass is dry. Decorating Tip - Now is a great time in Florida to be outside,
usually the weather is nice and cool with occasional cold spells, work in the garden, and with our
new birdfeeders you'll realy enjoy watching the birds, They can add a whimsical flair to your
garden or real beauty as well as functionality. Our birdhouses offer you one way to watch those
birds nesting, flying in and out with little pieces of string or what ever they find for their nests.
They'll feel right safe cozy and comfortable in their new home.



