
 
   June 2007 Newsletter 

 (800) 373-5008 
 

http://www.creativeporchandgarden.com 
http://www.tampaagriculturalproducts.com 

 
June Newsletter 
  
Trial and error, there is just no "wrong" way to garden.  As in life we are doomed to fail 
at many things we may try.  Doomed is probably the wrong word for it since it sounds 
too gloomy with no possible good outcome, but we are going to fail, no doubt about it.   
Don't fret about it because it is bound to happen when you take chances.  I don't mean to 
sound negative but we all know that any time you step out of your comfort zone and try 
something different there is always the chance of failure.  Ah, but the allure of all the 
possibilities are there!    
  
It is important to be realistic but knowing that failure is a possibility and being okay with 
that might make you a bit more courageous to try something new.  Somehow we grow up 
thinking that mistakes are a bad thing, well, how are we going to learn if we don't make 
them?    
  
It's all in the attitude "nothing ventured, nothing gained."  It takes a lifetime of trial and 
errors to get it right sometimes and remember there is no such thing as perfection!  Enjoy 
the process.  Life is short and as we get older the days seem to just fly by, so try 
something new.  I mean ideas, experiences, jobs, friends; any new venture keeps life 
interesting and fun.  Tweak what doesn't work and what does, throw out something that 
doesn't work for you or for your garden, that's how trial and error works!    
  
Life is NOT stagnant, it flows, so try not to get bogged down by experiencing failure, 
keep trying, something will work for you and can at any given moment.  Enjoy your trials 
and errors; there is no wrong way, just your way. 
  
Relative to gardening, its all about trying new plants in new places, new products, better 
tools.  We have our ideas about how we want our garden to look but real life gardening 
doesn' t always turn out that way, there are way too many factors involved in a garden, 
like the weather, too much sun, too much shade, disease, weeds, or maybe you just don't 
like a plant because it isn't doing what you want it to, don't be afraid to throw out (or give 
away) a plant that isn't working for you.   If something doesn't work the first time, do 
something different and keep trying.  



  
Some day when you sit back and view the beauty you've created through trial and error, 
you can be proud that you took the risk, stuck it out and played one of life's most 
frustrating but rewarding games...trial and error! 
  
GARDENING TIPS -   Its starting to get hot and we finally got some rain Hallelujah!!!  
Its time to get rid of cool season plants if you haven't done so already, such as petunias 
and anything that can no longer tolerate the heat. (If you can't handle the heat get out of 
my garden) 
  
Annuals that can handle the heat are:  Coleus, Dahlberg Daisy, Dusty Miller, Impatiens 

(shade), Wax Begonias, Marigolds, Malampodium, Purslane, 
Rose Moss, Torenia and Periwinkles.  
Lots to choose from for your summer 
garden.   Fertilizer leaches out after 
heavy rains so reapply fertilizers as 
necessary. 
  

Perennials that can handle the heat are: African Iris, Blanket 
Flower, Blue Daze, Bush Daisy, Butterfly Weed, Coreopsis, 
Lantana, Salvias,  and Shrimp Plant.  Check with your local garden 
center or nursery for more choices. 
  
Bulbs, Corms, Tubers and Rhizomes - African Lily, Amazon Lily, 
Caladium, Canna, Daylily, Louisiana Iris, Society Garlic and Spider 
Lily can all be planted now.  Buy your Daylilies now so that you can see their color. 
  
Shrubs - Make sure to complete pruning of azaleas, gardenias and camellias, they are 
going to be forming their buds for next year soon.  You can give shrubs a second feeding 
if you did so in the early spring.   
  
Roses - Maintain your care practices such as cutting off dead 
stems, spraying for pests and fungus, cut off faded blooms and 
make sure to continue to water them.  Also continue to add 
composts or other organic matter.  When planting your roses 
prepare the site with organic matter, compost or use a product 
that Creative Porch and Tampa Ag carry (Root Builder) made 
with Diatomaceous Earth, Fish Meal, and Kelp Meal, this stuff 
is wonderful!  
  
Turf - You can plant new grass throughout the summer months if we get the rain needed 
to establish it. You will have to water it in every day for almost 3 weeks, tapering off in 
the 2nd and 3rd weeks.  You can still fertilize if you missed the earlier feeding, but do not 
use Atrazine containing lawn fertilizers; it is getting too hot for that.  Try fertilizing 
before a rain shower and save on your water usage.  Iron only applications can be made 
for yellowing turf.   
  


